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POLITICAL. 


The Vrita Dhdrd of the 8th April continues the article Circulation, 
175 copies. 
The Reitish Goverment which was noticed in the Selections 
ang.the Natives. - for the week ending the 6th April, 
18°8, pages 267 and 268. The writer proceeds thus :—Some 
men, in accordance with the modern ideas, say that a king 
rules for the good of the people, and that, therefore, in all 
public measures he should obtain the consent of the people. 
They contend that the administration of India should be.con- 
ducted on the same principles as that of Great Britain. This a 
is indeed a very good thing, but how is it possible to do sé 
all.at once? Some of’ our countrymen argue that both Eng- 
lishmen and natives bein; g the subjects of Her Majesty should 
enjoy equal rights and privileges. ‘But as this is not the 
case they are much dissatisfied: But they are nrueh mistaken 
in this. There is a great difference between our condition 
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and thatof Euglishmen. They have a national government. 
They are, as it were, the children of a wife, whereas we 
are, as. it, were, the children of a mistress. Obviously the 
latter cannot pretend to an equality with the former. Secondly, 
Englishmen extorted the ;Magna Charta from King John, 
which sets forth all the rights and privileges of the English 
people. If any king of England ever attempted to depart 
from the provisions of the Magna Charta,.he was dethroned 
and also lost his life. But no such charter has ever been 
oranted to us by any king of England. Hence it is impossi- 
ble to expect that our rights and privileges can ever be equal 
to those of Englishmen. Many of our countrymen say ‘that 
in the Royal Proclamation of 1858; and .on several public 
occasions, the Government has promised that it will recognise 
no distinction of creed, colour or race, and look upon its Eng- 
lish and native subjects with an eye of equality.. But as 
the Government does not. act up to its declarations, they 
accuse it of falsehood* or dishonesty.* But they should re- 
member that this practice on the part of the Government 
does not differ from what we ‘see in private life— No man 
acts, up-to. his words, It is beyond dispute that.our relations 
with Englishmen are-marked with hypocrisy, but it is now 
difficult, to ascertain. which party was the first. to act with 
hypocrisy. as may be naturally. expected the one throws the 
blame upon the. other... However, the question why. the Go- 
vernment meanly favours one class of its subjects more than 
another deserves our attention. One man. treats another 
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according tothe temper and disposition of the latter. . As, 


for instance, suppose a nobleman has for. his. orderlies men 
of three different races, vizy Marathas, Purvias, and. Arabs. 
He would show more respect. towards the Purvias than. to- 
wards the Marathas ; _and towards the Arabs more. than to- 
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* The word used i in ‘the sciaiaad is ‘the Marathi ra “Luchchayiri, 


which is evidently equivalent to the Hindustani ‘word / ee wigs ‘medns 
Profligacy « or ‘libertinism. | : tess 
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wards the Purvias. Now it should be observed that the three - 
classes of his orderlies are equal in‘respect of position, ‘and, 
therefore, there is no d priori reason why he should behave to- 
wards: one class of his orderlies with more respect than towards — 

another. - But the reason why he beliaves towards the different - 
classes of his orderlies in different ways is that‘he behaves to- 
wards them according to the difference of their.temper or sensi- 
bilities. Likewise the English Government treats the various 
classes of its subjects according to the temper or disposition of 
each class.; We give below an instauce to illustrate the truth of 
our. remarks. (Qn the death of Apa Sahib, the raja of Satara, 
in the year 1848, Lord Dalhousie, the: then Governor-Gene- ' 
ral of India, annexed ‘the Satara State to the British terri- 
tories. ‘The raja had-before his death adopted a son but had 
omitted to obtain the sanction of the ‘Government of: India 
to the adoption. Lord Dalhousie did not recognise the claims 
of the adopt.d son and annexed the Satara State. Lord Dal- 
housie in his despatch to the Court of Directors dated: 24th 
January, 1849, stated that to recognise the adopted son of the 
deceased, raja of Satara, whose adoption had not been: pre- 
viously sanctioned by the Government of India, as the lawful 
heir. to: the gaddi, was opposed to the law and recognised 
custom of.India. In 1852 the raja ‘of Kervali, a Rajputana 
State, also died exactly under the same circumstances, 7. e., 
leaving an adopted.son who had: been adopted without the - 
permission of the Government.of India. The adopted son was © 
not allowed to succeed to the gaddi: Thus, how differ- 
ently were the Satara and the Kervali States dealt with by 
the Government of India. - This is explained-in various ways. 
But thoughtful persons cannot but think that the main cause of — 
thie was od ay Marathas are weak,and the Raj putes are strong. 
- «f-Theartieleis to be continued. | Sg ae 


Th Bin Samdchdr of the 7th April says that no 
phe “British? Govern: thoughtful man: will deny ‘that there 
ment.andthe Natives.  _yrgvails discontent among the natives 
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at present. «: They give. vent ‘to. very : dangerous utterandes..: 


The: diseontent is also#gradually:. spreading: among ignor=.. 

ant | and-fearlass,youths;: In-our humble: opinion this. line’: 
of::policy which .our countrymen have. .adopted:-will prove. 

very injurious.to our country: . In reply.to:this some of: our: 

countrymen ask: why-do the English behave ina way which 
causes disaffection? True, they ought not to behave towards. 
us in. this way. . But: if they behave in. this way, we cannot 
help it. . There.is no remedy for it at present. The path-of: . 
salvation is very difficult.. If any..dne wishes to obtain 
salvation, he.should not abuse God..for making the’ path of 
salvation so difficult. Buthe should quietly pursue that path. 


Likewise it behoves us to submit quietly to the Government. 
Sevaji was a great hero, and was the founder of the Maratha 


doiminion. Nana Sahib gave great trouble to the English 
the other day. Some of our countrymen boast ‘that like‘ the 
abovementioned personages they will display their heroism 
some day, But thisis empty bragging. In 1857 the wives 
and children of the raja of Satara were expelled from the 
city on mere suspicion. Only tne other day many men boasted 
that they would not allow Malhar Rao .to be banished from 
Baroda, yet in their presence he was removed from Baroda - 
to Madras. These acts of the Government were «viewed 
with ‘disfavour by the whole native population. But did any 
native, preferring death to dishonour, .dare oppose the - 
Government? It was a good thing that no one offered any 
resistance, because such resistance, instead of producing any 
good results, would have simply ended in his death. After 
the mutiny of 1857 the whole population of ‘Itidia' was 
disarmed. This-was very: ‘disadvantageous : and shameful 
to:us; bat:mo one dared speak. a word. against ft. Hence 
it is obvious that if we wish to promote our interests we ought 
not to cherish enmity, towards the rulers, but we should: win 
their. affections... It,is.the belief of:some of our. countrymen 
that it is impossible to expect that, Englishmen will ever love | 
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the natives.: But ,they ‘are wholly mistaken in their supposi- 
tion....; Nature.-has. endowed: every man..with-the. power of: 
winning the love-of his fellow -creatures.:...Bibhishan was the — 
brother of Ravana, but-still /he:was‘able-to..win ‘the love of 
Ram Chandra.;. ‘Andréclus was .able to.-acquire compiete 
control over a lien, Séeing that we have no other means of 
promoting our interests, save the good will of the English, 

it behoves us to do our best to ingratiate ourselves with them, 
and there is no doubt that we will ultimately succeed in this. 

[The article is to be continued. ] 


“THE VERNACULAR PRESS ACT. 


The Mihir-i-Darakhshén of the 1 Ith April says that men Circulation, 
The Vernacular Press generally complain, that the Govern, 200 copies. 
At __ment has gagged the vernacular press. 
But this is only a a sign of want of courage. or endurance on. 
their part. If we look at our condition we will have no 
inclination to complain of anything. ‘If' the 'water~ passes 
over one’s head, it is’ all the same'to him ‘whether it is a span 
or a bamboo deep above ‘his head. ‘Besides, ‘even when the 
vernacular’ press ‘hdd ‘the liberty’ of speéch we stuck to our 
own way of writing, nor did the frequent ‘imisfortunes and 
anxieties to which we were exposed Cause tis to deviate from it. 
However, we have to make the following rémarks on the 
establishment of a censorship of ;the vernacular press :— 
(1) —When frequent ‘applications were ' made ‘to the civil 
" courts by private gentlenien : against the libellous 

writings “of ‘the ‘vernadular ‘ ‘ press,’ ‘that was the — 

” proper’ time ‘for’ depriving the press - of its liberty. 

> SFo.do’ 86 now ‘only “shows that the’ Government | 

‘looks to its own interests; and does not at all care 

if’ the people: ‘defamed ‘each other. ” 


Bs - is wrong to gag “the: derusicuflar’ -press on the 
Bh eer) ‘that ‘vernacular: i‘WeWepapers | ‘used to 
‘~pablish “articles ‘against the Goverment. If an 
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‘administration canbe affected’ by the writings of 
wep ft cannot’ bé said to ‘be a’ successful 
‘administration. However, we know:that the fa- 
eaeee -vourable ‘or imfavourable’ writings of the verna- 
“°> gular press cannot do any benefit or injury to the 
— Government in India. 
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gat was the liberty « of the vernacular press that enabled 
‘the Government to discover the sentiments and 


feelings of the people. 
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(4;—lIf the writings of the English p papers are as imperti- 
_nentand bold as those of the native papers, or even 

- more so, then the reason why the native press alone 
has been gagged appears to be that our adminis- 
“ trators wish: to confine themselves to the English 
news spapers if they wish to obtain any information 
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(If the complaints that used to appear in the vernacu- 
Jar press were true, it is sheer ‘prejudice to dislike the 
conduct of the vernacular press. If those com- 
plaints. were false, it would have been better on. the 
_part.of the Government officers, instead of gagging 

oe ae whole native press to REOPE that the complaints 
ts uy Ree, false. 
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It the English newspapers write idles ajpeizie’ 

. the wishes of the Goyernment, and if the vernacu- 

..... +» Jar newspapers are not yet. acquainted with this 

_. «+ -ptyle.of writing, . the Prege ‘Act, should, have been 

-.... textended to, both. Glasses . of Dewspapers, 80 that 
othe Jp glish newspapers being already,.ynobjection- 

| .»: able dn,tone, would not. beaffected.in practice by the 
ay Act, while the. native. newspapers would feel that 
0, they Were on a footing of equality with the former. 


rc nit the. reynaculgr newspapers, 9T@ deprived of their 
“i. Tienty. because they write against: the (Government 
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ace» then perhaps. the liberty of. the. English, papers is 

errs preserved. in order. that ,they, may.,alwaya. write 

against, the Government. . Thns,. what.is illegal for 

.@ native is.legal; for a. Buropean... In, other words, 

ta | what, i is. respectful ina Reropenn. is, impertinenge 
in a native, . 


(8)~The privilege of liberty fies we aden: fiom 
all vernacular newspapers, the greatias ‘well-as the 
‘small, while all the English newspapers, both small 
and great, remain free. Hence it is clear that, in 
the opinion of the Government, a vernacular news- 
paper of the highest order is not equal. to an Hng- 
lish: newspaper of the lowest order. But perhaps 
the Government is mistaken. Let the Government 
test: the ability of an editor of an. English news- 
paper of the highest order by asking him to write 

- . an article in refutation of these few lines that-we 
/ have written. Can the steel’ pen of. English 
editors write in gentle terms, and.can the wooden 
pen of native editors write in harsh terms? 

It. is impossible that the voice: of :a nightingale 

_. . should become hoarse, andithat.a:'craw should be 
able to imitate the melody of the nightingale. -.: 

Dh aap: any thing'said in praise ‘of the Government by the 
‘vernacalar newspipers: can not secure for the Gov- 
ernment the possession of a new country, neither 
ean any thing said against it: ‘interfere with the 

_ working of the administration. — ‘When no such 

: danger sould be apprehended from them. , there was. 
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no ‘necessity to deprive them of their liberty. 


the Mashir-i- Qoisar ‘of the 7th April says 5 that the Me em- Circulation, 


‘The | Vernacular Press. bers of. the 9 Legislative Council, 1 in re- 300 copies. 
Act. a ference to the haste with, which, ‘the 


Vernagala’ Press Bill y was : ‘passed 3 in law, remarked i in Heir 
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speeches! that it was: as urgently: necessary to vit down the 
sedition of the vernacular préss asthe spread of a pestilence. 

This was undoubtedly the reasoii of this haste.» However, it 
would have been well if sufficiont ‘time had been allowed for 
the public discussion of the Bill. We are convineed that after 
a short working of the Vernacular Press Act the Government 
will find it necessary to make amendments and alterations in 
the Act. Some of our native contemporaries say that the 
Government could not deal with the vernacular press in any 
other way than the one it has adopted. Put we believe that 
a simple Resolution recorded by the Government of India warn- 
ing-the vernacular press would have answered the purpose. The 
Resolution should have pointed out the faults of the vernacular 
fress, and warned the native editors that if the tone of their 
writings did not improve in future, the Government would 


be obliged to enact a special law for them, which would be de- 


rogatory to their respectable profession, There is no native 
editor who would not have shuddered at this warning of the 
Government. When such is the state of our loyalty, there was 
no neeessity to deal with us so harshly all at-once. But it is 
our duty to accept without demur the course which our wise 
administrators have thought fit to adopt. However, it is a 
matter of regret that a few evil minded and thoughtless news- 
papers have brought the respectable newspapers into disgrace 
along with themselves. It is a fact that some of our contem- 
poraries were extremely puffed up with pride and abused 
every. man withont regard to rank or position. Their pride 
has been attended with the same consequences that attended 
the pride of Satan. ‘Lord diytton. has nat. only acted with 
justice bnt evinced great. kindnegs towards us... He could 

_ punish some inconsiderate journalists if he. liked, Two local 
Governments applied to him for Permission to prosecute the 


editors of certain vernacular ‘Rewspapers, ‘but he refused | per- | 


mission. For this act of kindness ° we are placed under ‘Breat 
obligations to him. ‘ The Members of the Legislative ( Council 
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laid great stress on the extortion and intimidation of verna- 


eular newspapers. One. fish: spoils the. whole pofid’ of wathiy 
Hardly 25 per cent, will he. found ‘guilty of: practising rexfortiohi 
and intimidation. If the proprietot 0 of.. a vernacular hewspaper 
‘press someti mes fortunately succeeds i in. getting a sum. tf two: 


hundred or three hundred rupees from a Native. Chief in. ‘sid 


of publishing some religious book, ‘br as a reward * for 
‘publishing a gasida in his praise, no other man save’ the 
| editors ‘of English newspapers will ever think this to be 
extortion. It was the long cherished wish of the English 
"newspapers that the vernacular newspapers should ‘be de- 


prived of their liberty. Now we congratulate them on the 
attainment of their desire. Now that they have succeeded 
in a convincing the Government that the vernacular newspapers. 


ae ae 


- poison about (ue, will speak more il of) the’ great Taling: 


chiefs, viz., ‘the Maharaja of Gwalior, the Maharaja of Jam- 
mu and Kashmir, the Maharaja of Jaipur, &e. But they | 
should remember that. our Government i is just. It will enact 


a law for their control also. ‘They should be prohibited from 


publishing false compl: ints against Native Chiefs, and, from 


_ spreading false rumours, which are calculated to have an 


evil influence on the minds of the reader. ‘The vernacular 
newspapers may not translate the rumours published by . 


English papers about the frontier affairs, but those FAMOUES ; 


reach the masses through educated natives. 


In the end, we obiien the respectable vernacular ‘newspa- 


_pers.to. ask. the permission of :. the. Government. to’ protéest™ 
against Act -IX. of, 1878, if they. think that such a proogeding = 


_is-net objetionable i in. any. way. 


~The, Malwa Akhbér of. the 5th April, after softering 
The Vernacular Press to the. fact that. the articles - which. | 


Act wes _ seein in vernacular _RaWrEpapers. 


good intentions,. as will. appear from the context of every 
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- calar newspapers,’ and it is not the intention of the Govern- 
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article, says that Act Ix of 1878 is in no way detrimental to 


the interests of the people or of the vernacular newspapers. 


But there was no need of a special legislation ruling that the 
people. should act with loyalty towards the Government. 
Every man does his duty. as a matter of course. If any news- 


_ paper. were to offend against any of the objects which are set 


forth ip the Vernacular Press Act, the existing law. was ade- 
quate to deal with the offending paper and bring it to its 


senses. if the Government thinks fit to enact twenty-five 


different laws on one and the same subject there.is no harm 


to us. The Government ‘simply wastes its paper and time, 
| while we are provided with a new theme for discussion in 
our papers. However, we have one serious objection against 
Act IX of 1878. The Act does not clearly state what kinds 


of writings will be looked upon as seditious or objectionable, 


therefore, it would have been a goed thing if the Members of 


the Legislative Counuil, who have enacted the Vernacular Press 


Act, had reserved to themselves the power of deciding whe- 


ther a particular newspaper has offended or not. But the 
Act leaves every thing in the power of district officers. If 


the district officer is a wise and thoughtful man, well and 
| good. But if he is disposed to take offence the proprietors of 
vernacular newspapers will find it very difficult to conduct 
their papers. If any newspaper says that it is improper to 
‘levy the license tax, that the duty on salt has beén increased, 


that the natives are now not so widely employed i in the sahile 


‘service as they were under the ‘former dynasties of rulers, 
‘that the Govérament ‘has trot made good ‘its: prothises, or that 
“Act 1X ‘of 1878’ will stop the ‘inouths of native editors, a dis- 


trict magistrate or police conimissioner imiy’ consider atiy of 


these sentences as.calculated to cause disaffection, if he pleases. 
~ However,, we.are’ glad ‘to inform our: readers that the Verna- 


cular Press Act is only intended as a warning to the verna- 


( 37 ) 
ment to call upon them to execute bonds or furnish ‘securities 
under the provisions of the Act for the present. ee 
The Aki.bér-i- Tamannai of the 8th April is of opinion. that 
‘The Vernacular Press there was no need of a special legis- 
Ast. , lation for the repression of seditious 
writings. A circular order of the Government of India pro- 
hibiting the publication of objectionable matter | 4m vernacular 
newspapers would have answered the purpose. | 


The Lytton Gazette of the 7th April says that the Veinuoa- 


The Vernacular Press lar Press Act has caused great anxiety 
_ to the proprietors of vernacular news- 


papers. -But if we- look dispassionately at the matter, the 


measure will nat appear objectionable in any way. We should 
be thankful to the.Government that it had the liberality and 

magnanimity to keep the native press free solong, unlike its 

position in other -European countries, as, for instance, France, 
Turkey, Russia, &c. But when we grossly abused our liberty, 
the Government,was obliged to take the matter into its consi- 
deration. .Far from finding fault with the Government, we are 
prepared, to say that .there was a great need of an Act for the 
control of vernacular newspapers. Some of our contemporaries 
were under the impression that the liberty of the press meant 
nothing more than. the practice of abusing the Government 


Circulation, 
112 copies, 


Circulation, 
8 ) copies. 


and the Native Chiefs. Some vernacular newspapers, specially © 


the upstart Punches, depended -for their success upon writing 
nonsense. Since: the commencement of the Turko-Russian 
war some: of our Muhammadan contemporaries have spoken 
of the Government in very. unbecoming terms under the 
influence of religious prejudices. We hope that the Govern- 
ment will testére us the liberty of the press when our incon- 
siderate contemporaries get rid ‘of their evil thoughts... This 
Act will affect: only those papérs against which the Govern- 
ment wishes to enfores it,’ while the re spectable papers, “that 
never abused their: liberty, wa be i preety exempt from its 
operation. 


212 copies. 


Circulation, 
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Bostdn-ul- Ashqt n of the 5th’ ‘Aptil, in'an article com~- 

Wuntof eniployment for.’-muthicated by a correspondent, com- 
tee Matiee cotmelanity ar plains that the respectable classes of 
der, British rule. the community are now hard pressed 
for: want of employinent, and ‘weep over their present miser~ 
able condition, compared ‘to what it was in the time of the 
Muhammadan kings. Under the rule of the Muhammadan 
dynasties, the low classes of the community’ were debarred 
- from. receiving education, .nor were men belonging to the 
lower classes. eligible to offices in the public service. The men 
belonging to the respectable classes aloné could be appcint ‘d 
to, posts,under the Government, and asa general rule the son 
suoceeded his father in-office on the death of the latter. But 
at, present, under the British rule, about half the am’a will be 
found.to be. filled up with men of. very low castes, as, for 
instance,. weavers, stone cutters, chamars, &.. Moreover, the 
son, does. not..succeed his father in office. The late Pandit 
Ajudhia,. Prasad was an assistant commissioner. Is not his 


son, who. has.for many. years done the work of munsarrim 


and .tahsildar, .competent to perform the duties of assistant 
commissioner? In the police department no man is directly 
appointed to.a respectable post. Every man‘ must begin his | 
career.as.a constable. But what respectable -man will like to 
accapt the. post of constable? . It is also to be regretted that : 
the men.of. low castes, when they become. deputy inspectors 
and, inspectors of police, treat. the men of respectable classes 
with disrespect and oppress them. | 
The Veit nda of the. 5th April, says 5 that walle ass 
The i Palane Tax: | . Meetings have. “) »been., held. in Calcutta; > 
oof STG, SFbd bat hea Bombay, and, Madras, to. pre.st against A 
the levy § of. the license tax. The Calcutta meeting has, criticised . 


the 2 military charges, and pointed ont that, if some unnegesssry.- 
items of expenditure were retrenched, there would be no need. 
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to resort: to additional taxation. The- Bombay and the madras 
meetings contend that there is ‘no. special reason why the new 
taxes should be imposed only on the. commercial and agricul- 
tural classes, They hold that every class of the commubity 
should bear a portion of the burden of famine expetidittre ; 
and _Tremonstrate against the exemption of ;the official: and 
professional classes from the payment of the license tax. 
The objections raised by these meetin gs, says: the editor, 
are not unreasonavle and ill-founded. If the burden of 
the famine tax were distributed over all the classes of the 
community, it would’ not press heavily upon any class. 
Moreover, any scheme of taxation which does not affect 
alike all classes of the community can never be popu- 
lar. ; | Rud gia | tite i: 
A correspondent of the same paper complains that some 
The bad state of paraos of the paraos or encamping grounds in 
in the Punjab. _ the Panjab are-in a very: neglected 
state. When the province came under the English adminis- 
tration, the district officers, i in obédience to the orders of the 
local Government, established encamping grounds in the pro- 
vince. The boutidary of each encamping ground was care- 
fully marked out. A part of it was set apart as a burial- 
ground; arid some houses, called mdl-khdéna or store-housés, 
were also built at each parao. Some years ago the Finaricial 
Commissioner ordered that a portion of eath en eamping oe 
ground should be cultivated every year, and that topes of trées 
should be planted at each parao to provide shade: - Th sonic 
cases these orders of the Financial Commissioner wére very 
intelligently. carried out, but in other cases the result has ‘been 
that the paraos! have’ been: converted into forests, and the 
same; portions: of the parace heing? cultivated every: yéar. 
have. been: turiied : into: regular fields, - At- some encamping 
grounds: thére;is no trace: of:.a! cemétery, ‘and ‘the. store- 
honsea are: out ne pega The dintrict ohio: aliould: soe to 
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The same: paper, referring to the rules framed by the 
. The rales framed under ‘Chief Courtiof the Panjab, under chap- 
bp tend by the Cie ouare: ter VI of Act XVII of 1877, aind section 
Panjab. | vidof Act XX of 1865, and published 
‘in the Panjab Government Gazette of the 28th, March, :1878, 
says that the pleaders in the courts of the Panjab have been 
divided into two grades. The pleaders of the first grade are 
entitled to appear, plead, and act in the Chief Court. and all 
courts subordinate thereto ; and those of the second grade to 
appear, ‘plead, and act in all courts subordinate to the Chiet 
Court. Likewise the mukhtars have been divided into two 
grades. The mukhtars of the first:grade will be: able to ap- 
pear and act in the-Chief Court and all. courts. subordinate 
thereto ; and those of the second grade to appear and act in 
all eourts .subordinate to the. Chief Court.: Hence it will be 
perceived that according to these new rules the mukhtars of 
the first grade,have been. placed on a more honorable footing 
than the pleaders of the second grade, inasmuch gs_ the .for- 
mer can appear and act in the Chief Gourt while the latter 
cannot. ‘True, the former cannot plead but. they can appear 
and. act in the Chief. Court, which itself. is an honorable.and 
profitable. privilege.. We don’t see, any/reason why. the, mukh- 
tars. of the first.grade should enjoy superiority over, the. plea- 
‘ders of the ‘second grade in,any respect. We do not. mean 
that the privilege of appearing and aeting in the Chief Court 
be withdrawn , from the mukhtars,. but, that, the rank and pri- 
vileges of pleaders shold on Bo agcannt be ke leas, than. those. of 
mukhtars. at ere te | 


Be correspondent of the Athureld-iA"lam: of the 8th:A April | 
“The: Jail Schools in the in-referencé to the: jail: sehoals' in ‘the 
Panjab. 1" 04 Panjab, says that the system on: which 
these ‘schools. are: conducted at ‘present :can>lead to no good 
results.”:'! The: dime <dllowed sin practice ‘by the: jailor.: to'the 
-eonviet|studants for: study! isextrémely: small.. iMoreover,:the 
task work exacted from them is equal to that exacted from 


‘, 
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other.convicts. Thus it is impossible that they should make 
any progress in their studies. _ If the Government is in earnest 
about the scheme for the education of convicts, the daily la- 
bonr exacted from the conviet students should be less.than 
that exacted from other convicts, so that the former may have 
sufficient timeto learn their lessons. 


EDUCATION. 
The Saftr-i-Hind of the.6th April, in an article communi- 
cated by a correspondent, makes, some 
Bag = a Depart- suogestions for,the favourable consi- 
eration of the director of public 
instruction, Panjab. The Arabic and Sanskrit classes are 
attached only.to some of the middle schools, and, therefore, 
when the students of thuse middle schools which have no 
Arabic and Sanskrit classes join the upper school, they find 
the books taught at the latter very difficult for them. In 
order to obviate this difficulty either Arabic and Sanskrit 
should be ‘taught at all the middle schools (although this 
measure will involve some additional expenditure), or the 


present conrse of study of the upper schools should be altered. 


In the upper schools drawing is taught to those students who 
study Persian, and not to those who ‘study Arabic or Sans- 
krit. We fail to see any connection between Persian and 
drawing. Drawing should be taught to all the students. 
‘The writer then argues that the books taught at present in 
tho schools fail to improve the intellectual faculties of the 
student and to widen his thoughts. A practical training 
should be given to students which may be of use to them 
after leaving the school. They should be taught industrial 
arts; and stich books should: be introduced in ‘the schools as 
are calculated’ to improve the mariners of students. os 


The Koh-i-Nér, Lahore, of the 6th April, i in refarence to the 


. The I Last: Middle School Jast middle school examination held at 
“Examitiation, Panjab. ‘the ‘Lahore university college ees the 
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‘tain lane’in Cawnpore. 
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‘1st tothe 3rd ‘April, comp! ains that the questions set in geo- 


graphy end history were not suited to the cap city of the candi- 


dates.* No candidate, who has simply § studied the text books 


taught in the schcols, cou'd well answer those questions. The 
quéstions in arithmet’c were rather long ones, and could not he 
answered in two and a half hours. The examiners shoutd, 
therefore, show some indulgence t».the candidates at the time 
of examining the answer papers and giving marks. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Shubh Chiftak, Cawnpore, of the 8th April, com- 
The bad state of a cer- Plains that. although the | tahsildar 
personally looks after the cleanliness 


‘of streets and lanes in Cawnpore, the lane leading to the 
temple of Tapeshwari Devi is in a neglected state, and, there- 


fore the visitors to the temple experience great inconvenience. 


_A correspondent of the Benares Akhbar of the 4th April, 


Want .of.education in Writing from the Barbani. State, urges 
Nemar. upon |the inhabitants of Nemar. the 
importance of education. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudha of the/8th April says that some 
Local complaints, Be- time ago an order was issued to the 


‘nares. - effect that.men carrying the dead 
bodies to the burning ghat in Benares shdald not utter loud 


cries: ‘But that order is now no lon ger observed. The loud 
cries of these men, especially at night, frighten children and 


women. The municipal committee should enforce the due 
observance of that order. — 


“The . extortion. of:.alms by: aa hel at’, ‘public 
thoroughfares:was also. prohibited.....But, that.eruel. practics 
has again,been revived. ‘Until Act I of 1860 (sic) is intro- 
duced ‘in these provinces, the police should check this crime 


with’ the aid of _ ‘he Indian Penal Code’ or, municipal bye- 


‘Jaws. 


he 


then asks for flannel. 
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CA correspondent of the Aftdb-i- Panjab of the 18th April 


The need of a check Bays that the cultivators who plant | 


over the use of poppy. Poppy do not make over the whole 


out-turn of their fields to the patwari or the lambardar, but 
secretly keep a portion of it for their own use. Thus they 
become addicted to the use of poppy, which impairs their 
health and makes them weak and sickly. The provisions of 
para. 8 of Circular No. XX of 1874 are not strictly observed. 
The provisions of para. 8 should be made a little more 
stringent. shai 


The Khair Khwah-i-A’lam of the Lith April urges upon 


English Education, and the Musalmans of India the impor- 
the Musalmans of India. tance of English education. There is 


nothing in the Muhammadan religion which forbids the Mu- | 


salmans to adopt those means which are calculated to i improve 
their worldly prospects. 

[The Oudh Punch of the 9th April publishes an article 
which is said to be extracted from Fun. A native goes 
to the shop of an English cloth-merchant to buy four yards 
of flannel. When he reaches the shop he is requested by the 
chaprasi to leave his shoes‘and his walking stick at the door, 
and has to pay four annas as,the wages of the porter who 
watches his shoes: and stick. -When he goes into the shop, 
Mr. Jones, the shop-keeper;: gets him a chair, but he finds 
the chair too high. for“him dnd asks for a stool.” A footstool 
is given him for which he has to pay four annas as hire. He 


him an inventory or price-list for which he has to pay two 
annas.. _ He’ takes. four yards. of flannel for which. he is. 


charged atthe rate of two rupees. a yard. ‘The flannel is wrap-. 
of up in apiece of paper for which he has also to pay, two annas. 

The Benares ‘Akhbar of the: 4th ‘April notices with ‘extreme 
regret the death: of Maharaja ‘Trilokya Vikram Shah Bahadur, 
the heir “apparent ‘to thethrone of Nipal; and bestows an 


Mr. Jones shows him a piece of 
flannel, but.Mr. Jones would not tell him the price, and gives — 
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enconiitm upon him. The notice is surrounded with a’ black 


border. 


_ A correspondent of the Oudh Punch of ‘the 9th - Apa 
writing from Kangra, says that the Rajas of Jhind ‘and 


Faridkote are coming to this district on a pilgrimage ‘to 


Jwalaji in order to purify themselves from the sins of the 
imperial assemblage, 


The same paper publishes an article in praise " the Tiloi 
State. The Rani is congratulated for having able officers like 
Gajraj Singh and Diwan Ram Din. She is also praised for 
her generosity in starting relief works in her State. Tho 
article i is written | in a somewhat facetious style. 


The same paper publishes a collection‘of verses written by 


one Abdul Wah&b, who is said to be an arzi-navis of tahsil 


Gonda, the pupil of Waris Ali Shah, a son-in-law of the Czar, 


_and the husband of the sister of the Duchess of Edinburgh. 


The verses are published by the Oudh Punch as models of bad 
verses for the information of living Urdu versifiers, The 
following verses seem to be somewhat scurrilous :—“ The 
Hindu woman is destined for the pleasure of only the Musal- 


man; the love of the Russian is not attractive. If he comes 


to India, he will be exposed to thousands of indignities.” 
The paper has a foot-note on the first verse, viz., “ The 
Hindu woman is, &.,” to the eect: ‘thet one’s peveml 
experience is described here. 


The Berar Samdchar of the 7 th April says that the Din 
Bandhu of the 25th March, 187 8, has an article on the Verna- 
cular Press ‘Act, which is headed “ Not to know how to 
inako native shoes, and to contract for making boots: ” Tn 


‘the course of this article the writer in the Din- Banidhis 
finds fault with the Government’ for enacting the Vernacular 


Press Act, as follows :—The administrative. system .of' our 
‘Government is such that in one ,place” hundreds. of large 
‘wooden pestles are used, and in. other not even .a. blade 


‘Ae 


(' 315) 
of grass is. stirred. (What the writer means is that the 
Government devotes undue attention to one thing, and en- 
tirely neglects another. ) ‘There are many instances of this, 
of which we give’ one below. : Sdme stupid and haughty 
native journalists are wickedly accustomed to write 
against the Government. Their-writings cause disaffection 
in the minds of the tgnorant Shtdra or low classes. The Gov- 
ernment has, therefore, turning the night into day, enacted 
the Vernacular Press Act to repress the publication of such 
writings. ‘The Government has acted rightly in enacting this 
Act. But do not thousands of schoolmasters speak ill of 


the Government in a covert way in their school rooms and 
at public meetings, and cause disaffection in the minds of 


the Shidra classes? Has our Government ever devoted its | 
attention to this subject ? We trust that the Government : 


has satisfied itself about the loyalty of school-masters. 


“In criticising the above extract the Berar S.machar says 
that the Din Bandhu, which is in the habit of attacking the 
Brahmans, has probably a fling at them in the above extract. 


Is it the wish of our contemporary that all Brahmans should 


be turned out from the educational department, and peasants 
should be appointed in their places? The writer then praises 
the Government for throwing open the advantages of educa- 


tion to all classes, the high as well as the low, and thus improv- | 


ing their condition. 


~The Kavi Vachan Sudha his published a drama entitled 
“The Fall of India, a dancing opera, by a como-tragedist.”’ 
The drama has been published in parts in a number of the 
issues of the KaviVachan Sudha, It is brought toa close in 
the issue of the 8th April. Tho principal dramatis persona 


are India, the ill-destiny of India, destruction, pestilence, 


indoleuce, spirituous liquors, ignorance, and the good destiny 
of India. The fall of India is attributed to want of unity 
(which is caused. by the various systems of religious faith and 
the institution of caste), pestilence, indolence, the use of spiritu- 
ous liquors, ignorance, &Xc. | 
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